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The Biodiversity Education Initiative
Biodiversity is an indicator of health for the
ecological systems we depend on for all
aspects of our lives. Biodiversity maintains the

| ‘armospheric and soil conditions that support all

forms of hfe. Reduced biodiversity in an
ecological system 15 like a weakened immune
system in our body; it makes us vulnerable to
disease. The loss of hiological diversity has
been  recognized by the international
community as a serious threat to human health
and well being, and it has called for wrgent
action to reverse the alarming destruction ol
local, regional and global biodiversity. The
Biodiversity Education Initintive includes
projects addressing: sustainable agriculture,
ceosystem health and restoration, watershed
protection, sustainable landscaping and public
health

Wiy Inventory Trees?
«  Biodiversity
¢ Management
*  FEducation
*  Landscape design

I'he LINH campus tree invenlory informs
decisions about tree care and provides a wealth
of mformation on the function of the natural
H}"ill."l'lfl‘i. rhi“ l.'l'll:lFI'I'lP.'l:‘i"u aur L'ﬂl'l'll'l'!llll'l“}'

For additienal information about the' Office of
Sustainability Progrms, please visit our website an:
waww sustiinpbleunb unh edy (tree inventory link
sooa' ), Or contact us at 107 Nesmith Hall,
Durham, NH 603-862-4088

Feedback encouraged: heidisicisunix.unh.cdu

lhe University of New Hampshire's
Office of Sustainability Programs

Presents

A Self-Guided Tour
of Campus Trees

I'he Durham campus of the University
of New Hampshire s home to many
exceptional trees.  This tour was
designed to invite you outside and visit
these special residents and get 1o know
them, their characteristics, locations,
place within our eco-system and how
they contribute to biodiversity. As a
program of the Biodiversity
Education Initiative, the OSP Tree
Inventory has selected these irees for
their unique contributions lo our shared V)

habitat. ENJOY!!




1. Scarlet Quk - Quercws cocolned

Measuring in at 87, 87 in diameter, this is the largest
Scarlet Cak known in the state of N.H,* All oaks are
1 tremendous food resource for birds and mammals

L. Katsuratree - Cereidiphylium japoniciim

A beautiful wree in every scason - spring |eaves
emerge brilliant purple’red. summer tums those leaves
placsd bluc/green and fall brings the most amazing
shades of yellow, orange and apricot, with o spicy-
sweet scent that faces the air as they fall. Winter
reveals the medium grey, slightly shaggy bark.

3. American Sveamore — Platamus occidentalis
A massive tree often reaching heights of 150°,
American Sycamore 15 perfectly st home on flood
plains or river banks. . Another comvnon name,
Buttonwood, refers to the dry, round fruits that are
densely packed into a hard brown ball that with some
imagination, resemble butions,

4, Black Gum/Tuapelo - Nyssa syfvatica

Another spectacular fall color tree. Black Gum tums
the mast brillant shades of red.  Given its choiee,
Black Gum prefers wet sodl,  The largest and oldest
Black Gum trees in America are located nght here m

New Hampshire,

5. White Ash — Fraxinus americana

Rivaled only by sugar maple for fall color, ash leaves
turn vibrant shades of purple, spricot, yellow and
orange.  Ash wood has many uses, most notably as
haschall bats.

6. Dawn Redwood — Metaseguain glyprastroboides
Scientists believed this species to be extinet.  In the
early 1940s, Harvard University’s Amald Arbaretum
sporsored & plant-hunting expedition o China, whese
u small population of wild trees was found, Seceds
were collected for propagating and shanng with other
arboreta and botanic gardens,

Dawn Redwood is a deciduous conifer whose needles .

m d.q.lz.fli'ﬂu_ shades of yellow and orange before they
fall.

7. Tuliptree - Liripdendron twlipifera

Along  with  American  Sycamore  (Flatonus
pecidentalis) Tuliptree is amongst our tallest pative
deciduous trecs, reaching: heights of 1500, Like
Sycamore, Tuliptres = most happy growing in soil
that is moist to wet. The commaon name comes from

the twlip-shaped yellow and green flowers that emerge in
My to carly June and are reminiscent of Magnolia flowers,
since the two genern are cldsely related.  Better grab a
ludder, though - Tuliptree flowers tend to bloom in the
UPPET canopy.

%. Fastern Hemlock - Tsnga canadensis
Esstern Hemlock s an important food source for wildlife
and provides shelter,  especinlly  duning  bitter  New

weighs them down, tents are formed where deer and other
mammals seek shelter throughout the winter months,
Hembock wooly adelgid {Adelger mugach. a tmy, Ry,
white insect accidentally impored from Asia in ithe
1920, has devastated hembock populations in :
Massachusetts el other more  southerly  states,
Hembock wooly adelged was found in N.H."s seacoast m
September, 2000 and in the Monadvock region m 2068

9, American Elm — Ufmus americanag

Once, every town in America inchding Durham had sireets
lined with American Elm trees, oresting the besutiful
signature arching canopy that made them so spectneular
and  popailar. Unfortunately, wees planted in a
“moneculture” (all one speces) are more subject o
unchecked infiestation by insccts and disease. Duech elm
disease first came 1w America from Asin via Europe in the
19305 and has subsequently killed millions of rees.

10, Pagoda Dogwood — Cornus alfermifolia

Pagoda Dogwood is typically a forest understory tree,
happy with life at the knees of other trees, absorbing
whatever sunlight filters through - its horizontal branching
habit adapted for this purpose.

11. European Beech - Fagus sytvatica

‘Unail recently, the Higher Grounds coffee and snack wagon
was parked immediately atop this tree's rool system
Beeches do not tolerate soil compacting arownd their roos
and the tree was showing signs of related stiress, thus owner
Vinny Cirsole agreed to move the wagon o 4 less
damaging location, just a few feet away. Thanks Vinny!

12, Indian Quassinwood — Plerasma aifanthoides

A rore amd unusual tree, this is the only Indian
Quassinwood on campus and perhaps the only one in New
Hampshire. One reason for its rarity may be its lack of
cold hardiness, only to zone 6, Durham is a cooler zone 5,
but here among heated buildings. it is i3 wanmer
“microclimale”,

Hampshire winters.  As snow piles on the branches and”
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13. Ginkgo - Ginkge hitoba
Touted for its many medicinal propertics, Ginkgo is an
ancient  tree  that  dates back 150 million  vears,

Interestingly, it is also a great tree for the harsh urban ]

settings of the 217 century, Ginkgo is native 10 China and,
in geological history, was native to North America a5 well.

14, Sugar Maple - Acer saecharim

A one time i UNH"s past, the Durham Rail Station wais
located in this section of the grear lawn and these trees
were planted alongside. Sugar Maple is best known for its
fall cobor and its sweet sap,  Between 30 and 40 gallons of
sap are required to produce 1 gallon of syrup.

15, Red (ak - (heercas ribra.

Red oak has taken over as our dominant forest species on
warm upland sites, filling the void left by American
chestnut (Castanca dentara) which has been virtually
wipad out of existence by a fungal blight accidentally
imported in 1904,

Squimels are primarily responsible for planting the red oak
forests that cover the eastern scaboard - acoms are gathered,
stored in the ground for later wse and frequently forgotien,
only to sproat and grow into new trees.

16, Horsechestnut — Aesculus hippocastanm
Hersechestnut's best scasen is spring. when the large,
creamy, pyramidal flowers bloom atop the branches,
draping the tree m color, The chesthut-like fiuits are
mildly paisomos, L

17. Eastern White Pine - Piriis strobus

Mast Road in Durhom was named for the enonnous 150° -
20 Eastern White Pine wrees that colonists shipped o
England for use by King George as ship masts.  Today,
Eastern White Pine is our most valuable himber species
Our Durham campus has more Eastern White Pine trees
than any other species, representing 17% of the total tree
population.  Urban foresters, aware of the importance of
biodiversity, suggest that o single specics should comprise
o more than 5% of the total tree population.

18. Kentucky Coffeetree - Gymnocladus dioicus
Another state champion, with a trunk dameter of 1467,
Kentucky Coffectree gets its common name from the large
sceds that the carly settlers used as a coffec substitute,
Kentucky Coffeetree benves can reach 3" long!




